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What is a library?  When I was a child it was a magical place filled with books to 

read.  I remember riding the streetcar to our Carnegie Library, and the fun of partici-

pating in summer reading programs.  Now as an adult my answer would be very 

different.  Our Niceville Library is an information source, and this is offered in 

many ways.  Books are still available, but also DVDôs, CDôs, newspapers, maga-

zines and computers are all there.  They are used by our youngest ñlap sittersò to our 

ñmatureò adults. 

Libraries are still magical, but the magic has changed.  The computers are used by 

all ages as well, and for many different purposes from research to applications for 

employment.  In fact in the present economic climate those who are unemployed are 

required to submit updated information by computer on a weekly basis 

A 2010 study by The Haas Center for Business Research and Economic Develop-

ment at the University of West Florida provided the following statistics.  

Floridaôs public libraries return $8.32 for every $1.00 invested from all sources. 

For every $3,491 spent on public libraries from public funding sources in Flor-

ida, one job (in the economy, not just in libraries) is created. 

For every dollar of public support spent on public libraries in Florida, Gross 

Regional Product (the value of all goods and services produced in the state) 

increases by $10.57. 

For every dollar of public support spent on public libraries in Florida, income 

(wages) increases by $22.97. 

That is why you, as members of The Friends are so important and we want to 

thank our new and renewing members for your support.  We have many volun-

teer opportunities available.  I welcome questions and suggestions.  Please feel 

free to call me at 729-1738.                                                  

                                                                                                           JEAN 

The Library has four book discussion groups for 

adults.  If you are interested in joining or learning 

more about our groups, please contact Lora at      

279 -4863 ext 1504.   

http://www.haas.uwf.edu/
http://www.haas.uwf.edu/
http://uwf.edu/


P a g e  2  
V o l u m e   6  ,  I s s u e   2  

F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y   

S p o n s o r e d  A d u l t  P r o g r a m s  

Introduction to Grant Writing                       

presented by Anne H. Holt, Ph.D. 

 

Niceville Public Library  

Saturday, September 10 

9:00 - Noon 

The cost is $30.00 per person (payable at the 

door).  Please register early-seating is limited.  

You can register at the Niceville Library       

Reference Desk or call us at 279-4868 ext 1504. 

    

Tea and Book Discussion with Author,   

Nancy Kenaston 

Niceville Community Center                                         

September 7                                                             

10:30 am                                   

Book Signing immediately after 

program.  

She is author of  "From Cabin to Campus", story of 

the Okaloosa School System. 

This program is free, please call  the library if you 

have any questions. 

Scrabble Anyone?  

Do you enjoy playing Scrabble? Niceville Public 

Library will be set up with Scrabble boards for the 

adult community to play and enjoy on          

Wednesdays beginning at 9:30 am.  

 Sept. 7 and 21                                                     

Oct. 5 and 19                                                     

Nov. 9 and 30                                                   

Dec. 7 and 21                                                                                                    

Come and join the fun! 

Holiday Cookie Swap @ the 
Library  

In the Library on              
Thursday, December 8  from               

10:30 amñ11:30 am                                    

Instructions will available at 
the library.  

 The Friends of the Niceville Library and the        

Library Staff invite you to the                                  

Libraryõs Patron  Appreciation Party                               

Wednesday, December 14                                               

11:00 am ñ 2:00 pm                                             

Lots of goodies and loads of fun ! 

Friends of the Niceville  

Library Book Sale                

Featuring a wide selection 

of gently used books for      

everyone in your family!                                     

Friday, September 16 - 

Friends only Presale at     

4pm-6pm (nonmembers can 

join at the door).  Saturday, 

September 17 - Open to the 

Public Sale at 8:30am-2pm                                                                  

* Saturday will include an amazing bake sale! *     

If you have any questions you can stop by the 

Friends Bookstore in the Library, email them at: 

libraryfriends@niceville.org, or call: 729-4090. 
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F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  L I B R A R Y  B O O K  S T O R E  

T h e  F o u n d a t i o n  N e w s  

Currently we are in the final planning stages for our annual two 
day book sale, scheduled for Friday and Saturday, September 16 
and 17 at the Niceville Community Center. Friday is the members 
only   preview sale.  New members may join at the sale, so urge 
your friends to come with you.  On Saturday the Friends will also 
have a bake sale.  Anyone purchasing items from the bake sale 
will receive a coupon for one free book.   

All books and other media sold in the Friends Bookstore and at 
the book sale are donated by your friends and neighbors, and 
they also volunteer their time - so special recognition to our      
volunteers, and special thanks to our customers.                                              

                                                                   You help the Friends to help your library.  

Who could believe a summer could pass so quickly? When I 

was growing up in Niceville, my Mom took us to the library 

every week to choose our 4 books for the week. Of course that 

was "way back when" there were no video games and we 

played outside until dark and sometimes even got to go back 

out after dinner to play more! Now it seems like everything is 

electronic and kids don't play outside using neighborhood 

friends and their imagination to entertain themselves - but 

times do change - that is the one thing that is certain in this 

world!   

Thinking about change, I am the first to admit that I was and 

still am hesitant to try e-books. I have always looked forward 

to the process of going to the library or bookstore to choose a book to read. I like taking it wherever I go and 

turning the pages, sometimes checking to see how many pages are left in the chapter. I thought that perhaps 

the process looses some of the excitement and intrigue if you simply go to the Internet and select a book that 

appears like magic right in your hand. I am beginning to come around though, even more so when Sheila 

informed the Foundation Board that there may soon be a program available through our library to "check 

out" e-books. Who would have imagined this to be possible? I may have to look into one of those snappy 

new Kindles or Nooks one of these days myself!  

Before I bore you to tears with my rambling, I want to thank everyone that assisted with or bought tickets to 

the first Friends of the Library Foundation Fish Fry in July. We had great feedback and thank our Fish Fry 

Professionals, Mr. Lannie Corbin and Mr. James Campbell for all the time they invested in a great cause. 

Also, thank you to the Friends Group for donating the delicious baked goods - they brought as much or 

more  donations for the Foundation than the fish dinners I think! We hope to make it an annual event so 

watch for the date to be announced.  

Best wishes for a happy, healthy & safe Fall - keep on reading!                                                      Tricia      
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I am interested in volunteering for             

____ Bookstore   

____ Fundraisers  

____ Library Programs & Special  Events  

____ Community Activities  

____ Newsletter  

____  Membership Drive  

Friends of the Niceville Library           

Membership Registration                  

(Please Print)  

Date:  ___________________ 

 ____New Membership    ____Renewal  

Name_____________________________ 

      Address __________________________ 

        __________________________________ 

      Phone ____________________________ 

      Email__________________________                                          

       __ Student, $10       __ Senior, $10  

        __ Individual, $25  

        __ Family, $50  

        __ Booklover, $100  

         __ Literary Partner, $500  

        __ Library Patron, $1000  

         __ Friend for Life, $2500  

Friends Book Store Hours  

Tuesday and Wednesday                         

10 am-2pm 

Saturday                                                        
10 am-2pm  

�)�5�,�(�1�'�6�·���0�,�6�6�,�2�1�� 

Support Niceville Library In Its Efforts To      
Provide High Quality, Lifelong Service To All. 

OPPORTUNITIES 

We are searching for a Newsletter Editor.  

Please call Jean Van Bergen for a job     

description and further information. 

A membership application is on the last 

page of the newsletter.  If each Friend    

recruits one new member we will double 

our organization. 

Continue to make donations of aluminum 

cans to support the July 4th Fireworks 

Become a Book Store Volunteer. 


